
US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG®

Continuing Authorities Program 
(CAP)
Galveston District Dredging Conference

October 2010

Colonel Christopher Sallese

Commander

Galveston District



BUILDING STRONG®

Briefing Purpose

 Provide an overview of the CAP Program and 
the opportunities it can bring.

 Answer questions and address comments
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BUILDING STRONG®

Galveston District Boundaries
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BUILDING STRONG®

Definition and Purpose
 The Continuing Authorities Program establishes a process by which 

the Corps of Engineers can respond to a variety of water resource 
problems without the need to obtain specific Congressional 
authorization for each project. 

 Decreases the amount of time required to budget, develop, and 
approve a potential project for construction. 

 Federal funding limits range from $500,000 to $5 million. The total 
cost of a project is shared between the federal government and a 
non-federal sponsor and various percentages.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Small Flood Control Projects 
Authority: Section 205, Flood Control Act of 1948, as amended
Maximum Federal Share: 7 MIL  Program Limit 50 MIL
Cost Share 65% - 35%

 Small flood control projects may be constructed without specific 
authorization by Congress, when the Chief of Engineers determines that 
such work is advisable. The project must constitute a complete solution to 
the flood problem involved, and not require subsequent improvements to 
ensure effective operation.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Small Navigation Projects 
Authority: Section 107, Rivers and Harbors Act of 1960, as amended
Maximum Federal Share: 4 MIL Program Limit: 35MIL
Cost Share varies with project depth

 The Corps of Engineers may construct small river and harbor improvement 
projects not specifically authorized by Congress when they will result in 
substantial benefits to navigation. Each project must be complete in itself 
and not commit the United States to any additional improvement to ensure 
successful operation. 
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Small Beach Erosion Control Projects 
Authority: Section 103, Rivers and Harbors Act of 1962, as amended
Maximum Federal Share: 3 MIL Program Limit 30 MIL
Cost Share 65% - 35%

 The Corps of Engineers may construct small beach restoration and 
protection projects not specifically authorized by Congress. The project 
must not be dependent on additional improvements for successful 
operation.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Emergency Streambank and Shoreline Protection Projects 
Authority: Section 14, Flood Control Act of 1946, as amended
Maximum Federal Share: 500 K Program Limit 15 MIL
Cost Share 65% - 35%

 The Corps of Engineers may spend up to $500,000 in one locality during any 
fiscal year for the construction, repair, restoration and modification of 
emergency streambank and shoreline protection works. These projects may be 
designed to prevent damage to highways, bridge approaches, and public works, 
as well as churches, hospitals, schools, and other non-profit services 
endangered by streambank or shoreline erosion.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Snagging and Clearing 
Authority: Section 208, Flood Control Act of 1954, as amended
Maximum Federal Share: 500 K Program Limit: 7.5 MIL
Cost Share 65% - 35%

 For the purposes of flood control, the Corps of Engineers may allot up to 
$500,000 on any single tributary during any fiscal year for the removal of 
accumulated snags and other debris, and for the clearing and straightening 
of stream channels. 
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment 
Authority: Section 1135(b), WRDA of 1986, as amended
Maximum Federal Share: 5 MIL Program Limit 25 MIL
Cost Share 75% - 25%

 The Corps of Engineers is authorized to investigate, study, modify, and construct 
projects for the restoration of fish and wildlife habitats where degradation is 
attributable to existing federal water resource projects previously constructed by the 
Corps of Engineers.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Protection, Restoration and Creation of Aquatic and 
Ecologically Related Habitats in Connection with Dredging for 
Construction, Operation or Maintenance 
Authority: Section 204, WRDA Act of 1992, as amended
Maximum Federal Share:  N/A  Program Limit: $15,000,000
Cost Share 65% - 35%

 The Corps of Engineers is authorized to implement projects for the 
protection, restoration, and creation of aquatic and ecologically related 
habitats, including wetlands, in connection with construction, operation, or 
maintenance dredging of an authorized federal navigation. 
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BUILDING STRONG®

Project Types

 Type of Project: Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration 
Authority: Section 206, WRDA of 1996, as amended
Maximum Federal Share: 5 MIL Program Limit 25 MIL
Cost Share 65% - 35%

 The Corps of Engineers is authorized to develop aquatic ecosystem restoration and 
protection projects that improve the quality of the environment, are in the public 
interest, and are cost effective in accordance with current policies and procedures 
governing projects of the same type which are specifically authorized by Congress.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Cost Sharing

 Feasibility Phase - This phase will be initially Federally funded up to 
$100,000.  Any remaining feasibility phase costs will be shared 50/50 with 
the non-Federal sponsor pursuant to the terms of a CAP FCSA. If the 
feasibility phase can be completed for less than $100,000, a CAP FCSA is 
not required.   Any unused portion of the Federally funded $100,000 is not 
transferable to the design and implementation phase. 

 Design and Implementation Phase.  All costs beyond the feasibility phase 
are considered total project costs and will be shared as specified in the 
authorizing legislation for that purpose. The specific requirements for each 
individual project must be detailed in the project’s PPA.
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BUILDING STRONG®

CAP Assistance

 Please write:  
Byron Williams, Cap Program Manager 
USACE, Galveston District
P.O. Box 1229
Galveston, TX 77553-1229

With a brief description of your problem, the authority in which you 
seek to utilize, and all contact information.  
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BUILDING STRONG®

Questions/Comments
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